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Dear Friends, 

The year is drawing to a close and it is worth noting that Good Shepherd reached  
a significant milestone in 2018. 

It was 110 years ago that the Rev. John and Estella Raker founded Good Shepherd 
by taking a young disabled girl in to their home when no one else would. That 
single charitable act of love was for the Rakers a spiritual and moral mandate to 
serve “the least of these.” And so began the Good Shepherd story.

More than a century after the Rakers planted roots in south Allentown to serve in 
ministry and service, the Good Shepherd story keeps evolving. New technologies, 
partnerships and outpatient sites serve an ever widening patient population. We 
innovate and educate. We commit to new and better-connected ways of caring for 
our patients. We invest financial and human resources in improving community 

wellness and helping to make the Lehigh Valley more 
disability friendly.

All this is done without losing sight of the values that form 
the bedrock of who we are; values passed on from the Raker 
family, values we cherish. Giving back is one of those core 
values. In fiscal year 2018, Good Shepherd provided 
uncompensated care and community services valued at  
$11.0 million. That includes providing charity care at cost  
for those living in poverty, and unreimbursed costs from 
Medicaid and subsidized health services.

Year-end giving is a meaningful way for you to give back  
and strengthen our mission. You’ll find our mission printed  
in every issue of Sweet Charity on the table of contents page. 
Let it be a reminder of what your gifts can do. As treasured 
members of our family of donors, you are co-authors of the 
Good Shepherd story started so many years ago by Papa and 
Mama Raker. With every gift, you are helping us write not 
one, but many happy endings. 

Thank you, and have a happy and healthy New Year.

 Gary Schmidt, MA 
 Chair, Board of Trustees 
 Interim President & CEO
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Eric’s passions include WWII military  
vehicles and teaching physical education  
at an elementary school.

Eric Kosalko remembers walking up 
to a clerk in a convenience store one 
day when suddenly, he couldn’t talk. 
“I tried to tell her I wanted gas and 
couldn’t get the words out,” says Eric. 
“The people in line looked at me as if 
I was drunk.”

Eric wasn’t drunk. He was experienc-
ing fallout from a lifetime of concus-
sions. Growing up, Eric was the kid 
who loved sports and couldn’t get 
enough. Athletic all his life, Eric  
wrestled, played soccer, ran cross-
country, and was a lifeguard for 28 
years. “My first injury was when I was 
five or six years old and an older kid 
kicked a soccer ball hitting me in the 
head,” says Eric. “I was knocked 
unconscious.”

In middle school and high school, Eric 
sustained two more concussions in 
gymnastics. Fifteen years ago, he had 
another concussion when he was in a 
rollover car accident. More recently, 
Eric had five concussions in three 
months, a result of his work as a high 
school physical education teacher. 

“I was the poster boy for concussions,” 
says Eric. “Each injury compounded 
the next.”

Remarkably, Eric experienced few 
symptoms from the concussions and 
life went on as usual. He was teaching 
full time and working on a master’s in 
education at Wilkes University. It was 
this last series of concussions though 
that tipped the scales for the 49-year-
old Emmaus resident. He started for-
getting things. Then other symptoms 
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Eric’s central and peripher-
al vision. 

“Eric was looking for hope 
and just wanted to get 
back to his normal self,” 
says Jenna. “He was tired 
of health care providers 
pushing aside his symp-
toms and limitations, and 
he was running out of 
options.”

Afflicted by migraines and 
vision deficits, often trig-
gered by bright lights and 
noise, Eric wanted his life 
back. He wanted to walk 
down the street without 

emerged.  “When I got 
injured at school, my 
vision and speech got 
funny and the migraines 
came back,” says Eric. 
“It’s like looking through 
a thin sheet of water. I 
lose my center vision.”

With his vision becoming 
more impaired, everyday 
activities became difficult 
and embarrassing. “Do 
you know what it’s like 
to go to the grocery 
store, reach for a can and 
pull all the cans off the 
shelf?” he says. “Or go to 
speak and your speech is 
all slurred?”

Eric’s balance also was affected. The first time it happened he was 
walking in his backyard on a hot July day. “I wobbled and I 
thought that maybe I was dehydrated,” he says. His poor balance 
was becoming apparent at school too, when he walked down the 
hall, leading some people to wonder if he had been drinking. 

Unable to keep up the demands of his job, Eric took a leave 
of absence and sought treatment. He went to several 
concussion specialists, but no one offered relief. 
One doctor told Eric his teaching career was 
over. “He said, ‘You’re going to be disabled. 
You’re never going back to teaching,’” says 
Eric.

Despair and desperation highjacked Eric’s 
life. “When you go to so many places and no 
one gives you an answer, I prayed for an 
aneurysm every night,” says Eric. 

Just when Eric had given up, he was referred  
to Good Shepherd’s Concussion Management 
Program. He was evaluated and began vision  
therapy with Jenna Sopp, an occupational  
therapist, who designed a therapeutic  
program to help resolve difficulties with  
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people looking at him as 
though he was intoxicated. 
He wanted to go in to a 
store and not have the 
lights trigger a blinding 
headache. And, as the 
father of an eight-year-
old son and an 11-year-
old daughter, Eric wanted 
to participate fully in his 
children’s activities. 
Ultimately Eric wanted to 
get back to teaching. 

A collaborative team 
approach including physi-
cal therapy was devel-
oped to address Eric’s 
multiple deficits. Steve 
Vandenberg, a physical 

therapist, worked closely 
with Jenna. Together, 
Steve and Jenna focused 
on challenging how 
Eric’s senses worked 

together. 

They tested his 
balance by 

changing the 
surface he 
stood on 
during ther-
apy and 
challenged 
his auditory 

system by 
playing record-

ed noises as he 
was trying to con-

centrate on a task.

 “Putting Eric in real 
world situations really 

helped him to mimic what 
he encountered day to day,”  

says Steve. “Eric responded well to 
‘habituation’ type activities where expo-

sure to provoking stimuli over and over 
built his tolerance and success with  
those activities.”

Finally Eric had found health care  
professionals who understood what he 
was going through and worked with 

him to overcome the problems that 
had derailed his life. “Steve and 
Jenna were incredible,” says Eric.  
“I wasn’t a cookie cutter case. They 
tailored the therapy to the symptoms 
and because of that, there was a 

dramatic improvement. They 
changed my life.”

Dr. Deborah Lehr, a neuro- 
optometrist who heads the 
vision program, also took an 
interest in Eric’s case and 
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Eric credits Steve Vandenberg, physical therapist, and Jenna Sopp,  
occupational therapist, with his recovery.

used her expertise in the area 
of behavioral optometry to 
help Eric achieve his goals.  
“Dr. Lehr was like no other 
doctor I worked with,” says 
Eric. “She followed me around 
for two sessions. If she 
couldn’t figure out what was 
wrong, she would look for the 
answer. So many doctors 
won’t do that.”

Throughout his therapy, Eric’s 
drive to succeed prevailed. 
“Eric put his faith in the thera-
py staff and their prescribed 
treatment,” says Jenna. “He was willing to  
do whatever it took to get better. He always 
arrived and left therapy with a smile on his 
face.”

In time, Eric progressed enough to be dis-
charged. He returns for periodic re-evalua-
tions and is close to Steve and Jenna who 
admire his big heart and giving spirit. Eric is 
quick to credit them with his success. “I’m a 
product of the people around me,” he says. 
“Steve and Jenna are a part of me because I 
wouldn’t be here without them.”

After two years of being out of work, Eric 
returned to teaching in 2016,  this time at a 
new school, Shawnee Elementary in Easton, 
where his upbeat spirit has endeared him to 
his colleagues and young students who range 
from kindergarten to fifth grade. 

Eric’s experience with a brain injury has 
given him new insight in to what it is like to 
live with a disability. One little boy in a 
wheelchair has touched Eric’s heart. “We did 
cross-country at the beginning of the year,” 
says Eric, “and I looked at the other teacher 
and said, ‘I’m taking him on the course.’ We 

went around twice. That little boy was so 
excited. He was screaming, go, go, go!  
The other kids were right behind him and 
encouraging him. In that class he was a  
normal kid. He was able to do whatever  
anybody else did.”

Eric has resumed outings with his fellow 
WWII military vehicle collectors, and family 
activities. He greets every day with renewed 
gratitude, humility and a passion to pay it  
forward. These values he passes on to his 
children, who he brought in to decorate the 
therapy gym two Christmases ago when his 
symptoms were finally under control. “Good 
Shepherd saved me,” says Eric. “I fought my 
way back and now it’s my turn to give back.  
I don’t think of myself as special, but if I can 
give back any way I can, I will. Miracles  
happen.”

Watch Eric share his success story on  
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network’s 
YouTube channel.
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Flannel shirts, tents and a cut-out 
grizzly bear set the stage for the Campfire Ball 
enjoyed by 84 long-term care residents of the Good 
Shepherd Home-Raker Center along with family 
members, guests, volunteers, and staff on September 
14 at DeSales University. A small army worked behind 
the scenes to make the evening memorable. There were 
invitations to mail, campfire attire to gather and clean 

for the residents, seating to be arranged, 
decorations to buy and set up, a deejay 

to book, and a hundred other details. 
Residents started getting ready that 
morning with hair and makeup by 

students from the Metro Beauty 
Academy. By early afternoon, 

“campers” were boarding 
vans driven by members 
of Good Shepherd’s 
maintenance department 
who made multiple trips to 
and from DeSales late in to 
the night. 

Raker resident Ellen Malkiewicz  
rocks out with Alicia Brandon, CNA.
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Resident and a lady of the court  
Gail Loughman and her husband  
Christopher on the dance floor.

King: Jose Perez-Medina
Queen: Joanne Moss
Ladies of the Court:  
Janet Washburn  
Gail Loughman  
Margaret (Peggy) Graybill

Lords of the Court: 
Eric Buskirk 
Scott McCall 

Benjamin (Ben) 
Ditzler

Thank you to the Good Shepherd 
Recreational Therapy team who 
organized the ball and the many 
people who made sure our residents 
were happy campers. Joanne Moss

Jose Perez-Medina
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— by Chaplain Corrine Dautrich

Transition. Loss. Change. These are the words  
that come to mind this time of year. We have  
transitioned from an unusually wet summer into 
autumn and now winter. The daylight hours are 
short and the nights are longer. The trees are bare 
and the farmers’ fields are at rest, waiting for 
another spring, another season of growth. We only 
have to look all around and see there is change. 
Change is the constant factor, even if we try to 
hold on to “the way we’ve always done it before.”

As I write my first Reflections article, I’m aware 
with being called as the “new” chaplain for the 

Pastoral Care Department, there comes 
change. I will never fully replace 

Chaplain Paul Xander, who died  
suddenly last April. My role is not 

to replace Chaplain Paul, but sim-
ply to build on the ministry that 
he so faithfully served alongside 

Chaplain Kelly Brooks. He 
leaves behind a rich sense of 

humor and a beloved call-
ing to chaplaincy. 

Transitions are difficult to 
make, no matter what age 
or season of life (or set-
ting) we may find our-

selves. We often think we 
are able to “go with the 
flow” as we move from one 
thing to the next; one season 
to the next, one home to 

another, one job to the next. 

“God has made  
everything suitable  
for its time; moreover  
God has put a sense of 
past and future into  
their minds…”
Ecclesiastes 3:11  
(adapted)
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But sometimes making those transitions are 
more complex than we care to admit. 

The prophet Ecclesiastes reminds us that for 
everything there is a season, and that God 
has made everything for a particular time and 
place. Time passes…we grow…we age…we 
live our lives….we die. God continues to jour-
ney beside us in all those ways that we expe-
rience loss, change and transition. It’s good to 
be reminded that God always accompanies us 
in all of these seasons; for it keeps us ground-
ed and offers us hope. 

Transitioning into the role of chaplain at 
Good Shepherd has been one filled with  
gracious hospitality, acceptance and joy. 
Chaplain Kelly continues to offer me grace as 
I learn the culture and particularities of the 
position. I am humbled to serve as the first 
called chaplain ordained in the United 
Church of Christ denomination. I bring 15 
years of ordained ministry in both chaplaincy 
and local church ministry to my role. My  
primary responsibilities will be the long-term 
care centers of the Good Shepherd Home-
Bethlehem and the Raker Center. 

My first call was a chaplain to Phoebe 
Allentown, a UCC faith-based organization. 
After 11 years, I left to serve as pastor at First 
UCC, Reading, and then at New Jerusalem 
UCC, Fleetwood. You may be surprised to 
know before entering the ministry, I served 
12 years on active duty in the United States 

Air Force. Over the course of these many sea-
sons along my journey, I was blessed with 
rewarding work, and gratifying and meaning-
ful relationships and experiences. 

So why Good Shepherd? When I learned 
about the chaplain position and the prospect 
of returning to a faith-based organization in 
the Lehigh Valley, I was thrilled with the 
opportunity. Yes…for everything there is a 
season, and God has indeed made everything 
for a particular time and place. I believe this 
new season of my own faith journey is exact-
ly what God has in mind. 

“ Transitions are  

difficult to make,  

no matter what  

age or season of life  

(or setting) we may 

find ourselves.” 
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Helen Breidegam 
Helen Breidegam has spent much of her life giving to 
others. Always happy to help people in need, Helen 
supported at least 100 charitable organizations in 
2017 alone. Her philanthropy has been extended to 
the Kutztown Public Library, the Sally Breidegam 
Health Science Building at Moravian College and the 
Breidegam Foundation, which has provided nursing 
scholarships and support for the Cancer Research 
Foundation. Helen was born in Kutztown and 
received her nursing degree from St. Joseph’s 
Nursing School. She worked as a registered nurse at 
St. Joseph Hospital and Deka Batteries. Helen was 
married to the late DeLight Breidegam, founder of 
East Penn Manufacturing Co., who passed away on 
September 9, 2015, at the age of 88. They had three 
children. (Mrs. Breidegam was honored in absentia.)

The 33rd annual Raker 
Memorial Awards were  
held Friday, November 2, at 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
Allentown, continuing a  
tradition honoring the Raker 
legacy of compassion and 
service to others. Recipients 
were Helen Breidegam and 
Karen Senft, M.D. The Raker 
Spirit Award, was given to  
Sandra Marrone, a physical  
therapist and manager of 
inpatient physical therapy 
services. 
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Karen Senft, MD
Dr. Senft began to see patients in 1985 
and has been with Good Shepherd her 
entire career, selflessly serving thou-
sands of patients and families, and the 
community. For many years, Dr. Senft 
was the only developmental pediatrician 
in the Lehigh Valley, providing an exper-
tise that has grown in demand over the 
years. In 2008, Dr. Senft received the 
Outstanding Children’s Advocate Award 
for her dedicated service. Dr. Senft’s 
infinite compassion, boundless love and 
dedication to serving children with  

developmental 
disabilities have 
carved for her a 
permanent 
place in the 
hearts of all 
who know her. 
Dr. Senft will 
retire in 
December and 
will be greatly 
missed. 

Sandra Marrone, 
manager, Inpatient  
Physical Therapy  
Services, Good Shepherd 
Rehabilitation Hospital. 

The Raker Spirit 
Award is peer-nomi-
nated and given to a 
Good Shepherd associ-
ate who best exempli-
fies and honors the 
Raker family spirit in 
his or her daily activities. Those who work 
with Sandy, as she is known, say that 
during her 19 years with Good Shepherd, 
her Raker spirit burns bright no matter 
what. Known for being warm-hearted, 
kind and welcoming, Sandy is always 
ready to pitch in wherever needed to help 
patients or fellow associates, blending 
compassionate care with excellent clinical 
skills, and putting the needs of others 
ahead of her own. A leader who inspires 
others to excel, Sandy’s giving nature 
extends to the outside community where 
she is a strong advocate for autism aware-
ness and volunteers countless hours serv-
ing that mission. 

(Opposite page, above left): Raker resident  
Patricia Graff reading scripture with help from  
Debbie Gaumer, recreational therapist.

(At left): The Lehigh Valley Charter High School 
for the Arts directed by David MacBeth.
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A Well-Deserved Honor  
David F. Lyons, vice president for development at Good Shepherd 
Rehabilitation Network, received the Outstanding Fundraiser of 
the Year Award from the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
at a National Philanthropy Day breakfast on November 15 at 
DeSales University.

David, a certified fund raising executive with AFP since 1979, has spent the past four decades 
working with volunteers, donors and fellow staff. Since 2007, when he joined Good Shepherd, 
David is proud to serve with a team of development professionals raising more than $6 million 
annually. Major initiatives include fund raising for the Ekso™ Bionics Exoskeleton, a wearable 
bionic suit that has helped patients with lower body paralysis take almost 10 million steps, and 
the establishment and expansion of the new Neuro Vision Center. The vision center, with cutting-
edge technology, is one of the largest in the nation helping people with concussions, strokes and 
other head injuries achieve greater independence. 

“I am humbled by this honor and share it with the Good Shepherd development team as well as 
our many partners among the senior staff and clinical leadership,” says David. “It would not be 
possible to achieve the kind of success Good Shepherd has enjoyed over the years without the 
talent and efforts of all.”

A Good Time, A Good Cause  
Fund raising. Friend raising. Fun raising. Good Shepherd  

associates did it all at the annual Celebrity Bartender 
event on September 20 at Copperhead Grille in 

Allentown, raising about $4,000 for the Good 
Shepherd Pediatrics Program. Funds were 

raised with the sale of raffle tickets for 
20 themed gift baskets created 

and donated by various Good 
Shepherd departments. 

Copperhead Grille also 
supported the event by 
donating 15% from the 
sale of food and 
beverages that night. 
Thank you one and all 

for supporting our 
mission serving children 

with disabilities. 

14



15

Are you looking for a way to save taxes  
and support your favorite programs at  
Good Shepherd? Make a tax-smart gift  
that will allow you to leverage more of  
your contribution in support of programs  
that you care about. It’s a win-win that  
benefits our patients, residents and you!

Save taxes by donating smart:

Give from your IRA (if age 70½ or older). A charitable distribution from your traditional individual 
retirement account helps fulfill your required minimum distribution and you’ll pay no tax on the 
amount transferred to Good Shepherd.  

Donate appreciated stock. Give appreciated stocks to Good Shepherd and eliminate capital 
gains tax.

Establish a gift annuity. It will help you meet the threshold for itemizing your deductions.  
If funded with appreciated stock, you’ll also reduce your capital gains tax. In return you’ll  
enjoy a high fixed rate and payments for life. 

Remember Good Shepherd

Name Good Shepherd as a beneficiary of your retirement plan assets. These assets remain 
taxable when distributed to a loved one but are tax-free when given to a charitable organization.

Ask Us How
For more information, contact Jeannette Edwards at jedwards@gsrh.org or Greg Wilson at 
grwilson@gsrh.org or call 610-778-1075. Visit SweetCharityOnline.org/plannedgiving for 
more tax-smart giving ideas.

Good Shepherd encourages you to consult your advisor to determine the best charitable giving strategies for you.
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Everyone at the All-Star Sports Ball for residents 
of the Good Shepherd Home-Bethlehem expected a wonderful 
night out with dancing, good food and fun. But no one expected 
retired heavyweight champion of the world, Larry Holmes, to make 
a surprise guest appearance. Yet there he was, a towering giant of 
a man with a heart every bit equal to his size. The champ casually 

strolled into the ballroom of the Best Western Lehigh Valley 
Hotel & Conference Center on Friday, October 12, wowing 

the packed room of residents, family members, staff, 
and volunteers decked out in their favorite sports 

team attire.

Larry, an Easton resident, had been dining 
in the restaurant when he was asked if 

he would pop in to the ball and say 
hello. The champ was only too happy 
to oblige, staying long enough to 
make an impromptu motivational 
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and faith-inspired speech, and pose for 
pictures. The ball then picked up where 
it left off, perhaps a bit more energized 
by the champ. It was a knockout of a 
night and one not soon forgotten.

The recreational therapy team is 
humbled by the night’s events and 
thanks the following people for giving 
so generously of themselves:

The students from Metro Beauty 
Academy who donated hours of their 
talent to do residents’ hair and makeup;

Rockin’ Ramaley for donating the 
(Eagles) green uplighting;

The wonderful volunteers and Good Shepherd 
associates who knocked it out of the ring by 
helping decorate the Hanover Grande Ballroom 
and serve as dates to many of the residents 
in attendance;

Gina Martin and Shelley Rex of 
the Best Western for donating 
the linens and giving their 
hearts and support ensuring 
the ball was fabulous.

King: Greg Miller
Lord: Patrick Curran
Lord: Brandon Mengel
 
Queen: Elizabeth Sullivan
Lady: Ann Dougal
Lady: Lauren Kinnarney

Elizabeth Sullivan

Greg Miller

(Opposite page) Tammy Kissel, 
occupational therapist, with 
resident Adam Check.  
(Inset photo) Sue Ballek as  
a swimmer with her sister  
Lisa, a resident, as a skier. 

(Right) Heavyweight  
champ Larry Holmes with  
recreational therapists  
(from left) Jennifer  
Szakacs Strohl,  
Erinn Vassallo and  
Rachel Tholan.
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Good Shepherd held its most successful Fall Classic on Monday, September 

24, at Lehigh Country Club, raising more than $187,000 for the Pediatrics Program. We are 

especially grateful to committee chair Jon Warner of Warner Benefits/HR Administrators, 

for his outstanding leadership. Thank you to all the golf, tennis and pickleball players who 

turned out, the Fall Classic committee and Carl Wolter, two-time long drive champion for 

his participation. Congratulations to all our winners, our sponsors, Air Products Retirees 

volunteers, and to Ron Donchez who received the Bob Ford Volunteer Leadership Award,  

in recognition of his dedication and support of our 2018 Gala in the Garden. The gala raised 

more than $318,000 for the Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital Emily Howatt Pliskatt 

Pediatric Unit in Bethlehem. 

Ron Donchez (third from left) recipient of the Bob Ford Volunteer Leadership Award, with members  
of Bob’s family, (left-right): Son-in-law and daughter Romo and Christine Belejo; Bob’s wife Mary 
Elaine Ford (center front row); son-in-law Brad and daughter Charmaine Thomas; and John Kristel,  
Good Shepherd president and CEO. The award was established to honor Bob, a devoted friend and  
volunteer, who passed away in 2015.

To see a slide show of photos visit us on 
SweetCharityOnline’s Facebook page or on the web.
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Mike Losagio, recreation therapist, 
puts a virtual reality headset on 
resident John Gulich.

Baby, it’s cold outside, but  
in the multipurpose room at  
Good Shepherd’s Raker Center 
in Allentown, resident John 
Gulich is sitting on Daytona 
Beach, Florida, soaking up  
the sun and loving every 
moment of it. John is actually 
immersed in a virtual reality 
(VR) experience, the next best 
thing to being there, and 21st 
century technology is making  
it possible.

There was a time when John 
easily traveled wherever he 

wanted to go. For 30 years 
he was a long-haul truck 

driver, logging 4,000 
miles a week before 
spinal stenosis left 
him paralyzed and 

wheelchair-reliant. “I 
keep dreaming at night 

of driving,” he says. “I 
liked the freedom.” 

Virtual reality immerses 
players in lifelike 3D 

environments to give 
them a feeling of being 
there as an observer or a 
participant. Want to sit 
courtside and watch live 
as your favorite NBA stars 

mix it up? There’s a pro-
gram for that costing a lot 
less than a ticket. How 

about getting behind the 
driver’s seat of a flaming  

red Ferrari 458 race car or 
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Viewing the large screen through the headset gives John Gulich an exciting interactive  
VR experience.

shooting down city 
streets at breakneck 
speed in a luge, 
dodging obstacles 
and maneuvering 
hairpin turns? 

For Good Shepherd 
residents like John 
with limited or no 
use of their hands, 
head movements 
wearing a VR head-
set control the action. While John no longer 
enjoys the thrill of the open road, VR has 
given him back that feeling of freedom by 
taking him out of his wheelchair, even if it is 
only in his mind. 

John’s favorite VR program is a fast-paced 
game of Danger Ball. Sitting in front of a big-
screen television, John tilts his head to the 
right and left, hitting the ball at his opponent, 
trying to break through a wall to achieve the 
next level of play. 

John looks forward to his weekly VR sessions 
with Mike Losagio, a recreational therapist 
who introduced the VR experience to Raker 
residents. Mike has long been interested in 
VR and its potential use in health care. In his 
senior year at Slippery Rock University, Mike 
helped write a paper on the use of VR with 
hospital patients who were bedridden.

“I learned it was a good way to help people 
dealing with depression and let them see the 
world without leaving their hospital bed,” says 
Mike, adding that VR is also being used to 
help veterans cope with post-traumatic stress 
syndrome. 

Since being introduced in the 1980s, VR has 
become increasingly sophisticated with some 
developers exploring its use in health care to 
train staff. One program simulates what it’s 

like to have a visual disability or be in a 
wheelchair. The experience helps care givers 
build greater empathy and can help guide 
treatment.

Technology has long been used with Good 
Shepherd’s residents to help them enjoy lives 
of greater independence. Therapists are 
always looking for new programs and ways  
of adapting controls to give physically- 
challenged residents more choices. Mike had 
a VR system at home and began thinking 
about how VR could be incorporated in the 
therapy program at Good Shepherd. “I love 
that I was able to just bring this in here and 
try it,” he says. 

Mike is now on the hunt for a very special  
VR program for John. “I’m trying to find a 
truck driving simulation,” he says. 

Because John’s paralysis limits his ability to 
participate in games with other residents,  
VR literally is a game changer and a life 
changer. “I can’t even put the chips on the 
bingo board,” says John. “This is a game I  
can play, and it’s like being able to move 
again. I love it.”
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IN HONOR OF… DONATED BY…
Donna Andrews Mr. and Mrs.  
   Leroy P. Goldberg, USAF, Ret

Jessie Christman Mr. Kurt D. Scott

Karen Geller Mr. Herbert Geller

Good Shepherd  
Bethlehem Home Staff Anonymous

Good Shepherd  
Hamburg Staff Mary Alice Heffner

Good Shepherd  
Macungie Staff Mrs. Jean M. Grossmann

Good Shepherd Raker  
2 Nurses Mr. Kurt D. Scott

Good Shepherd Staff 
Jill Linette, Jessie Pontius  
and Macy Weidner Ms. Barbara A. Zelechoski

Joseph Grunt Mr. Kurt D. Scott

Lewy Joanne M. Aarseth

Gail Loughman Bob and Janie Miller

Ms. Lori Purcell Daniel Pfleuger

Rita Tunnhoff Ruth Scott

Charles and Susan Waitkus Mr. and Mrs. James Lindenmuth

IN HONOR OF the  
70th Birthday of… DONATED BY…
Pastor Fred Opalinski Mrs. C. Louise Fair 

IN APPRECIATION  
for the Care of… DONATED BY…
Wes Schlauch Shirley, Miriam, Betty, and Rita 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Schopf

IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
Joseph W. Benzak, Sr. Mr. David J. Benzak

Ruth E. Benzak Mr. David J. Benzak

Scot P. Borascius Mr. and Mrs. Luther H. 
Lichtenwalner

Rev. Dr. John M Brndjar Mrs. Elizabeth S. Brndjar

Buffy Mr. Dennis K. Wood

Louis J. Chomo Mrs. Patricia M. Chomo

Myrna Chubb Karen Kaniper

John J. Damhosl, Sr Mrs. Betty Jane Damhosl

Dorothy D. DeLazaro Mr. and Mrs. Anthony T. Yesenofski

Mary Dreisbach Linda A. Dreisbach-Ferrol

Grace W. Evans William E. Evans, Jr

IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
Rev. Pastor  Anonymous 
Charles E. Fair, Ret Rev. and Mrs. Mark E. Brophy 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Conley 
 Helen and Doug Didyoung 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Elia 
 Mrs. C. Louise Fair 
 June E. Fry 
 Evans and Barbara Goodling 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Gosch 
 Barbara A. Koch 
 Robert and Mary Kreisher 
 Sam and Ruth Levy 
 Ms. Kay L. Moldenke 
 Earl and Shirley Mutter 
 Fred and Janet Opalinski 
 Ms. Catherine I. Shade 
 Debra and Thomas Stavarski 
 Ms. Ruth H. Sweitzer 
 Mae and Art Thomas 
 Lois and John Vedock 
 Judy E. Walker 
 Mrs. Norma J. Walker 
 Mrs. Doris M. Whitman 
 Stanley M. Wicks 
 Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Wieder 
 Mr. Theodore R. Williams, Jr 
 Sara Zavada

Anthony S. Fragnito, Jr Anonymous 
 James and MaryAnn Bodnar 
 Ellen M. Cope 
 Josef A. Fragnito 
 Raymond and Bridget Gollatz 
 James and Denise Greene 
 Allen and Patricia Himmelwright 
 Ironton Auto Body, Inc. 
 David and Catherine Keppel 
 Bonnie Kirka 
 Maria and Edwin Kurtz, Jr. 
 Margaret and C. Paul Liberatore 
 Daniel Loikits 
 William “Pepper” Martin 
 Anthony and Diane Moncman 
 Barbara and Thomas Mulligan, Sr 
 George and Kathleen Reenock 
 Nancy and Bernard Stano, Jr. 
 Jennie Susko 
 Al Thomas 
 Suzanne and George Troxell 
 Marlene and Michael Troxell 
 Cassidy Ziniewicz and Kim Grone



IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
Patsy Greenawald Mr. and Mrs. Alfred E. Douglass, III

Richard Grossmann Jean M. Grossmann

Krista J. Harakal Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Billings 
 Donald and Barbara Harakal 
 Rebecca S. Robertson

Janet Harmer Mrs. Alice C. Winter

Jack Gordon Izer Estate of William Max Izer

Helen Ritz Jones Benjamin J. Jones

Mike and Ida Kondravy Mr. James G. Kondravy

Frank P. Kroboth Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Chiniewicz 
 Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Danyluk 
 Mr. and Mrs. Anthony De Marco 
 Dr. Amy M. DePuy, MD 
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles DePuy 
 Drs. Thomas and Lainy Diven 
 Charles and Gloria Dugan 
 Tom and Leslye Durilla 
 Shirley A. Egan 
 David and Diane Evans 
 Mr. and Mrs. Gerald C. Fillingham 
 Jay H. Gilbert and Family 
 Carl and Pamela Gitschier 
 Ms. Kathleen E. Gruver 
 Michael and Karen Haberern 
 Ms. Eileen Henitz 
 Patty Marseglia 
 Kerry and Barbara Marsh 
 Dan and Sally McAleer 
 Ms. Jemma A. McGuinness 
 Marilyn Michael 
 Mr. Jerome Samuel Miranda 
 Georgine A. Olexa 
 Esther and Samuel Oliveria 
 Audrey Planer 
 Wendy, Randy,  
   and Samantha Prutsman 
 Mrs. Millie Radocha 
 Josephine Ritz 
 Mr. Karl H. Santa 
 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Sforza 
 Cheryl and Dennis Sommer 
 Mrs. Lynne K. Walters 
 Lori A. Weiss

Jim Maul Anonymous Friend

Shirley Maule Ms. Lucy Sanvitale

Peter McGee, Jr Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Stiles

IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
Giuliano Muschini Dora M. Metz

Margaret Muccitelli Ms. Ann A. McGrath

Albert Neumeyer Terri A. Bartholomew 
 Lygia J. Bellis 
 Patricia and Steve Bisbing 
 Mrs. Janice R. Brody 
 Ted and Barbara Burger 
 Dolores Derbaum 
 Mike and Mary Ann Derbaum 
 Jessica, Shaun, Michael,  
   and Chelsea Derbaum Family 
 Jeffrey and Gail Dunham 
 Mr. and Mrs. Kevin S. Erbe  
   and Family 
 Dr. Lona Farr and  
   Mr. David Voellinger 
 Janet M. Felix 
 Ms. Fran Fisher 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Gadomski 
 Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Hadley 
 Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Harries 
 Ms. Sharon Jezick 
 Ken and Pat Jordan 
 Ms. Teresa V. Kara 
 Doug and Cindy Katzenmoyer 
 Donald and Bonnie Keck 
 Ernest and Rosemarie Kovacs 
 Mr. and Mrs. John W. Krisko 
 Ms. Dawn G. Lennon 
 Ralph and Kathy E. Lewis 
 Diane and Chris Martin 
 Steve and Sherry May 
 Dorothy D. McCoach 
 Jean and Tom McPherson 
 S. Jane Merkel 
 Ms. Carol A. Modjadidi 
 Ms. Carol J. Neos 
 Rachel Neumeyer 
 Jack Norman 
 Ed and Shirley O’Brien 
 Susan Schlanger 
 Bob and Pat Schoenen 
 Becky Short 
 Sally Steltz-Moore 
 Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Stoudt 
 Lester and Linda Unangst 
 Elizabeth J. Vastine

We thank the generous families and friends who honor their dear ones with memorial gifts and living gifts of honor. 
These gifts help support Good Shepherd’s mission of service to people with disabilities, many who otherwise could 
not afford the therapies or long-term care they need.
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Gifts were received from July 2 through September 9, 2018.

IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
Jacqueline J. Nikischer Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Aten 
 Christine Mohr Grenier 
 Aunt Dolores, Uncle Herb Stoner,  
   and Family

Stan Lee Reimert Henry and Janet Peters

George A. Sanderson Everett and Wilma Mills Trust

David D. Saul Mr. and Mrs. Donald P. Saul

Frank Savage Mrs. Ferne R. Kushner

Kenneth and  
Helene Schaefer Mr. John M. Schaefer

R. Richard Schall, PhD Ellen, Lloyd, Towns, Katherine,  
   and Annie Agnew 
 Mrs. Nancy J. Amici 
 Ms. Joie L. Barry 
 Michael and Lori Bonner 
 Ms. Elizabeth M. Dailey 
 Ms. Edith DeProfio 
 Mr. and Mrs. James A. Halkins 
 Joyce Hinnefeld and Jim Hauser 
 Mr. Frank J. Hyland 
 Alice and Don Imbur 
 Karen Kaniper 
 Mrs. Cynthia A. Lambert 
 Melissa and Rick Lee 
 Barbara S. Lewis 
 Patricia P. McCoy 
 Ken and Patti Mohr 

IN MEMORY OF… DONATED BY…
R. Richard Schall, PhD Mr. and Mrs. Keith E. Nash 
 The Rafferty Girls 
 Charlene M. Rauch 
 Linda Rogers  
   and Mark Vandergrift 
 Micah and Michelle Sadigh 
 Laurie and Carl Siebert 
 Dr. Charles F. Smith 
 Susan Solt 
 Valley National Group, Inc. 
 Ray and Linda Weaver

Louise Schermerhorn Anonymous

Adam J. Sforza Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Sforza

Sparky Mr. Dennis K. Wood

A. Cooke Thomas Miss Elizabeth A. Keat

Evelyn S. Thomas Miss Elizabeth A. Keat

Anneliese Tunnhoff Mr. and Mrs. Harold T. Kirkwood

Paul Tunnhoff Mr. and Mrs. Harold T. Kirkwood

Frank A. Weber, III Sylvia H. Weber

Marie E. Wiegner Richard L. Wiegner

Rebecca Louise  Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Conley 
Fair Williams Mr. Theodore R. Williams, Jr

Ms. Karen E. Youngdahl 
for the LTC Music Program Mr. Carl R. Youngdahl, Jr

Robert C. Zundel Paulette Zundel

Every year, the Good Shepherd family comes together for 
Hands Down St. John Street, when hundreds of gifts are 
passed hand to hand, all destined to bring Christmas joy  
to our long-term care residents.

Your donations to the Resident Holiday Wish List make their 
dreams come true. 

Please give as generously as you can and help us keep this 
loving tradition going. 

Make your gift today at SweetCharityOnline.org or fill out the 
envelope in this issue.

 

Give to the Good Shepherd  
Resident Holiday Wish List
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Jacqueline (Jackie) Nikischer 
Jacqueline (Jackie) Nikischer could be counted on to 
never forget a face, always have a smile, and never 
run out of shampoo and conditioner. A longtime 
resident of the Good Shepherd Home-Bethlehem, 
Jackie, 64, passed away on Monday, August 20, after a 
brief illness. She was a sweet and gentle woman who 
cared more for others than herself.

“Jackie had this wonderful smile that was so 
captivating,” says the Rev. Dr. David Charles Smith, 
pastor of Jordan United Church of Christ in Allentown 
where Jackie and her parents were members for more 
than 20 years. “Jackie and I had a special relationship,” said Pastor Smith. “Any  
of the times that I spent with Jackie, I felt like she was giving to me. She would 
ask about my children. She was deeply concerned about the person in front of 
her. Jackie embodied the love of Christ.”

Born in Allentown on December 18, 1953, Jackie was adopted in 1986 as a 
daughter of Judith M. (Savitz) Mohr Nikischer and Frank W. Nikischer, Sr., of 
Elizabethtown. Jackie and her mother enjoyed taking trips to places such as New 
England and the family vacation home in the Poconos. During those trips they 
passed the time singing along with tapes from the 40’s and 50’s. 

With her parents’ encouragement, Jackie lived in her own apartment for a few 
years and worked part-time at Laneco warehouse in Easton. But, after being hit  
by a car while crossing a road in her wheelchair, Jackie was unable to continue 
independent living. Fortunately, Jackie found a wonderful home at Good 
Shepherd.

Her church was at the center of Jackie’s spiritual life. Pastor Smith recalls how 
she especially loved baptisms. “We would walk the baby through the congregation 
and always stop by Jackie,” he says. “It gave her so much joy and she would want 
to touch the child. It was her own way of providing a little blessing.”

A year ago, before Jackie’s 64th birthday, Nicole Fenstermaker, a certified nursing 
assistant who also is a member of Jordan United Church, arranged for Jackie to 
have what would be one of her last visits to her beloved church. “She loved it and 
she just glowed,” says Nicole. “Everybody in church recognized her. She was so 
happy.”

God bless you Jackie. You will be missed. 

Give to the Good Shepherd  
Resident Holiday Wish List
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Good Shepherd’s long-term care residents love their 
independence. For them, the Community Access Fund 
lets them enjoy outings to restaurants, movies, family 
gatherings, shopping, concerts, and special musical 
performances at our long-term care homes in 
Allentown and Bethlehem. 

Thanks to a generous group of resident families, 
gifts made to the Community Access Fund by 
December 31 will be matched!

Please take a moment to make twice as  
many dreams come true by giving to this  
important Matching Gift Challenge before  
the end of the year.

Your donation – doubled – is a wonderful  
act of caring and compassion this joyous  
holiday season.

Make your gift today on the web at SweetCharityOnline.org  
or by using the envelope in this issue.
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Save taxes and support Good Shepherd with a gift 
of appreciated stock or a charitable distribution 
from your individual retirement account (IRA). It’s 
easy to do and you’ll help Good Shepherd enhance 
the lives of children and adults with disabilities. 

Good Shepherd encourages you to consult with your tax advisor.

Ask Us How
For more information, contact Jeannette Edwards 
at jedwards@gsrh.org or Greg Wilson at 
grwilson@gsrh.org or call 610-778-1075.  
Visit SweetCharityOnline.org/plannedgiving  
for more tax-smart giving ideas.

Your gift to Good Shepherd  
will go on giving long after it is unwrapped.


